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UM'S LAW DEAN TAPS HIS BUTTE ROOTS FOR CREATIVITY, ENTHUSIASM
By Janice Downey 
UM News and Publications
On the wall above University of Montana law Dean J. Martin Burke's 
desk hangs a pen-and-ink sketch of the Butte Hill by the late Butte 
artist Kathy Driscoll. Below that is part of a T.S. Eliot poem with 
the lines "Home is where one starts from. ... In my end is my 
beginning."
Named a year ago as UM law dean, Burke says his Butte background 
and his education through the Butte Catholic schools prepared him well 
for his job as dean.
As I reflect upon my upbringing in Butte, I always am impressed 
by how creative Butte people had to be," he says. "They made do with 
what resources they had available to them. In my judgment that is the 
hallmark of Butte today: making something work--and work well--even
though the operation is not as well funded as one might like.
"Having grown up in a very large family in Butte and with that 
kind of Butte influence, I certainly feel comfortable being the dean of 
a school which has a chronic problem when it comes to funding.
"Butte people are enthusiastic people, and I think one of my 
strengths is my enthusiasm. I would have to say that enthusiasm is in 
part attributable to being raised in Butte."
The 41-year-old law dean is sixth in a line-up of 12 Burke 
children. Their father, Bill, worked as a machinist for the Butte,
more
Burke.ftr 2
Anaconda & Pacific Railroad until he retired in 1973. Their mother, 
Martha--named National Mother of the Year in 1986--stayed at home with 
the children until the youngest entered school then returned to the 
work force as a registered nurse. They retired to Missoula in 1973 and 
moved to Stevensville in 1978.
They couldn't afford to put all 12 through college, so the 
children had to earn scholarships and pay most of their own way. All 
12 are college graduates, half with advanced degrees.
Burke, a 1966 graduate of Boys' Central High School (now Butte 
Central), holds a bachelor's degree from Gonzaga University in Spokane 
and an advanced law degree in taxation from New York University School 
of Law. He's a 1974 graduate of UM's law school and has taught at the 
school since 1977. He's also directed the school's Legal Writing and 
Research Program and co-coached its regional and national Moot Court 
teams. In 1981 he won UM's Distinguished Teaching Award.
Before coming to UM, Burke was an associate with the Crowley, 
Haughey, Hanson, Toole and Dietrich law firm in Billings and before 
that served as a law clerk for retired federal District Judge William 
J. Jameson. In addition to teaching at UM, he's also been a visiting 
professor for law schools at the University of Florida in Gainesville, 
New York University in New York City and Loyola University in Los 
Angeles.
Looking back on his first year as dean, Burke says: "I'm a person
who enjoys a challenge, and I can assure you that being dean of this 
law school presents many challenges. I did enjoy the year, and I found
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that there were many opportunities ... to be creative and to move the 
school another step ahead."
One of Burke's highest priorities as dean is further developing 
the law curriculum to integrate theory and practice, to teach students 
how to practice law. The curriculum shift began in 1980 under his 
predecessor John Mudd, with strong support from Burke and other law 
faculty.
As proof of Burke's commitment to the new direction, the school 
recently hired a director of professional skills to help students 
develop techniques for interviewing clients, resolving disputes and 
becoming better practicing lawyers. In the future Burke also wants to 
work more with other schools and departments across campus, with last 
year’s two conferences co-sponsored with UM's journalism and pharmacy 
schools as successful forerunners.
The law school's outreach will go beyond UM to develop further 
relations with Montana's bar association, provide mini Continuing Legal 
Education workshops on the mornings of home football games and continue 
offering special workshops, such as the annual Tax Institute that Burke 
directs.
To further serve the state, the faculty of Montana's only law 
school will continue researching, drafting and providing testimony for 
state legislation.
In addition, the law school will help sponsor a free public 
conference on Montana's Constitution in anticipation of the 1990 ballot 
issue regarding the convening of a constitutional convention. In 1970
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Montanans voted to call a constitutional convention in 1972 and in 20 
years, 1990, to vote on whether another convention should be called.
The conference, to be held Nov. 16-18 at UM, will discuss such issues 
as the public's right know vs. the right of privacy.
Like Butte, UM's law school is a special place to Burke and one 
that offers a personalized education emphasizing the practice of law.
"I would say to the Butte student, not only who comes to the law 
school but to the Butte student who is contemplating higher education 
generally, that the Butte educational system is--and I ’m talking public 
and private--a very fine educational system. Butte students don't have 
to take second place to anyone. And I think that one only has to look 
at the achievements of Butte students at this law school and in higher 
education generally to find confirmation of what I just said.
"If a person is interested in being a practicing lawyer, I can't 
imagine a better law school than U of M's. Having taught at two of the 
most prestigious law schools in the country, I know that the legal 
education offered at the University of Montana compares favorably."
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